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PALM CVIE Verſe 2. 
Let them give Thanks whom the Lord hath 
redeemed and delivered from the hand of 
. the Enemy. F 


ns. 


I is not certain what Deliverance it was that oc⸗ 
caſion'd the Pſalmiſt to exhort the People to 
- Thankſgiving ſo earneſtly and frequently, as 


1 140 


he does in this Pſalm: It is enough that there was 


Reaſon for ſo doing, and therefore the Words of the 


Text are general, and as applicable to any other 


People, as to the Fews—Let them give thanks, whoſo- 
ever they are, and whereſoever they live, whom the 
Lord hath redeemed and delivered from the band of the 
Enemy. | LO 


The Redemption from any Evil, that God hath 


wrought for a Nation, and his Deliverance of it 


from the Hand of the Enemy, is certainly a moſt 
ſufficient Ground and Reaſon for Thankſgiving. I 


will firſt conſider this in general, and then apply it 
in particular. „ RET 3 


Firſt, The Redemption and Deliverance of a Na- 
tion, from the Hand of the Enemy, is a moſt reaſon- 
able and juſt Occaſion of Thankſgiving to God. 
The Evils Men eſcape, are juſtly reckon'd as ſo 


many Mercies received, and Mercies received are 


the only proper Subjects of Thankſgiving; and 
therefore tis moſt reaſonable and fit, That they ſhould 


give Thanks whom the Lord hath redeemed and delivered 


from the hand of the Enemy. i. e. from all the Evils and 
6: 15 — N Cala- 


"TR. 
Calamities of War. Whatever can make Life deſirable, 
is hazarded in War; and the beſt End that Men 


| proper? by War, is to incline and force the Adver- 

fary to Reaſon and Juſtice, to good Terms and x 

Deſire of Peace, by the Senſe of their preſent Suffer- 

ings, and by the Fears of etre 5 fg the very 
Jank 


End of War is doing Miſchief to Mankind, in order 


to bring them to Reaſon: And therefore whatever 
Miſchiefs a Man can ſuffer, with reſpect to the free 


Exerciſe of his Religion, the Serving. God; in Time, 


and Place, and decent Order; and with reſpe& to 
his Eſtate and Fortune, the Enjoying the Fruits of 
his Labour, or the Inheritance of his Anceſtors; or 


with reſpect to the Life and Safety of himſelf and 


Friends: Whatever Miſchiefs any one can ſuffer, 
with reſpect to any of theſe particulars, he may ex- 
pect them reaſonably from War, there is nothing ſo 
likely to bring them on him, as the Sword of War : 


That is the Executioner of God's fevereſt Vengeance, 


with refpe& to the Community. It ſpreads more 
Miſchief, carries more Misfortunes, than any Inſtru- 
ment. of God's Anger. And therefore, to be freed 
from the Hand of the Enemy, is to be freed from almoſt 


all the Evils that a Man can undergo, and therefore 


fuch Deliverance well deſerves a Thankſgiving. -—=» 


Now ſuch Deliverance is ſaid to be of God, not 
only when he aſſiſts in a miraculous and viſible Man- 


ner, and when the Means are apparently Divine, or 


diſproportioned to the End they work; but when 
there appears nothing of God immediately in it, 
when nothing extraordinary or unuſual happens, 


but ſecond Cauſes work their natural Effects, and 
Strength, and Force, and Numbers, Advantage of 
Ground, Plenty of Proviſion, Wind, and Sun, pro- 
duce their uſual Fruits and Conſequences. God 


works Deliverances by theſe, as certainly as by his 
Miracles. And whoſoever reads the Pſalms of David, 


and knows his Hiſtory withall, will ſeg all his great 
. 4. _ Victories, © 
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thou ſaveſt me from violence: I wi 


La] 


Victories, and his Eſcapes, attributed to God's Hand 
in a Manner. marvellous and extraordinary; when 


yet they were brought about, as Vidtories and great 
Deliverances are now a-days, by great Armies and 
good Conduct, by Force and Subtlety, by Strength 


and Stratagem. Thus in Pſalm xviii. The Lord is my Rock 
and my Fartreſs, and Deliverer, the God of my Strength, 


Salvation, my high Tower and my Refuge, my Saviour, 
U call upon the Lord who 
is worthy to be praiſed ; ſo ſhall 1 be ſaved from mine Enemies: 
The ſorrows of Hell compaſſed me about, the ſnares of Death 
prevented me: In my diſtreſs I called upon the Lord, and © 
cried unto my God, and he did hear my Voice Then the 
Earth ſhook and trembled, the Foundations of Heaven ſhook 
and were moved, becauſe be was wrath. He bowed the 
Heavens alſo and came down, and it was dark under his 
Feet ; he rode upon the Cheruhim, and came flying upon the 
Wings of the Wind. The Lord thundered from Heaven, aud 


in him will I truſt : He is my Shield, and the Horn of my 


the moſt High uttered his Voice; he ſent out Arrows and ſcat- 


tered them, Lightning and diſcomfited them: The Channels 
of the Sea appeared, the foundations of the World were diſco- 
wered, at the rebuking of the Lord, at the blaſt of the breath 
of his diſpleaſure. He ſent from above, he took me, he drew 
me out of many Waters. He delivered me from my ſtrongeſt 
Enemy, and from them that hated me, becauſe they were too 

mighty for me. God is my Strength and Power, and maketh 


my way perfect. He maketh my feet like Harts feet, and 
ſetterb me up on high. He teacheth my Hands to war, ſo 
|, that mine Arm ſhall break even a bow of fteel, It is God 


\ That avengeth me, and bringeth me forth from mine Enemies; 

He is the Tower of Salvation to his King, and ſhewerb Mer- 
cy to his Anointed for evermore. Without remembring 
Davids Hiſtory, one would imagin that Heaven and 
Earth were moved on his behalf, and that the Courſe 
ol Nature had been overthrown ; and that his Life 


was Covered by continual Miracles, from all At- 


tempts, ſecret and open. And yet the Title of this 
IK — 2 Palm 


b i 2 r A 4 
TENT, S | e 2 S Mr RO £ 8 Cs” 
m G 8 A 2 - . — — —̃ ——— ane. — he > * 
* 0 5 * = 
W 9 — . 
< - L . 


E 


Pſalm tells us, it was à Song of Thankſgiving, that Da- 
vid ſang in the Day that the Lord delivered bim from the 
band of all his Enemies, and from the hand of Saul: And 

by his Hiſtory we know that no Miracle was ever 


wrought in his Favour, nothing Supernatural or Sur- 
priſing done in all his Life, but what great Courage 


and great Conduct, with the Bleſſing of God, might 


well have compaſſed. But from hence, we may learn 
theſe few things, 1. That the Hiſtory muſt ſtill be con- 


ſulted in explaining the Pſalms 2. That the Jewiſh 


Expreſſion, and indeed the Expreſſion of all the 


People that dwell Eaſternly. is full of Pomp and Am- 


plification, of Fancy and Hyperbole, and is not 
therefore to be taken in its large and literal Senſe, 


but in a Sober and reftrained one. And 3. That whar- 
ever God is ſaid, in all theſe Paſſages, to do, with 


ſo much Majeſty and Might, with ſo great Power 
and Wonder, is done by human Means, and human 
Inſtruments, and in an ordinary and natural Courſe, 
by human Strength and' cunning , by Vigilance, 
Activity, by finding and by taking hold of Oppor- 


tunities, by common Armies, by Horſe and Foot, 


by Bows and Arrows, Swords and Spears, Shields and 


other Inſtruments of Death and of Defence. All that 
is here attributed to God, is done by theſe, in the 
Hands of Men of Courage and Experience, which is 
his Arm and Sword. And therefore the Deliverances 
that all Men elſe have had from Enemies or other 
Evils, both may and ought to be aſcribed to God, as 


well as theſe ; his Hand is ſtill the fame, his Power 
not ſhortned ; and therefore our Gratitude is full as 
due as theirs, for all the Mercies we receive; 1t-15 
from Him alone, that all our Bleſſings come. | 

Nor is it only the Deliverance from an Enemies 
Army, that David aſcribes ro God, but his Deliveran- 
ces from any Eviis or Miſchiefs deſign'd againſt him- 
felf in private. Thus when Saul privately purpoſed 
his Death, and it was diſcovered to him by Fonathan; 
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mies we have been delivered. The Evils we 
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and when he alſo ſent Meſſengers to David's Houſe 
to watch him, and to ſlay him in the Morning, and 
it was diſcovered and defeated by his Daughter 
Michal, David's Wife, who told him If thow ſa- 
weſt not thy Life, thou ſhalt be ſlain to morrow, —— and 
helped to convey him ſafe away, He gives the 
Praiſe and Glory of theſe Deliverances to God az 
lone, tho' the Diſcoveries were made by People from 
whom ſuch Kindneſſes might reaſonably have been 
expected, a Wife, and a generous Friend and Bro- 


ther-in-law. And yet, upon this Occaſion he com- 


poſed the 59th Plalm—— God is my Defence, the 
God of Mercy ſhall prevent me, God ſhall let me ſee my 
Deſire upon mine Enemies. Unto thee, O my Strength, will 
T ſing, for God is my Defence, and my moſt merciful God. 
And therefore tis but reaſonable to aſcribe to God, 

Deliverances of any fort, by any Means and Inſtru- 
ments lawful and honeſt. It was God that delivered 
David by the Meſſengers and Informations of Jona- 
than and Michal, from being privately Aſſaſſinated, 


as well as from falling into the Hands of his Open 


Enemies, by his own extraordinary Courage and 


Conduct, and by the Affections of his People, and 


the Valour of his Soldiers ; and therefore Praiſe and 


Thanks are to be aſcribed and given to God, as 


certainly when he employs the leaſt, and the moſt 
inconſiderable Inſtruments, as when he uſes greater. 


All theſe things appear ſo evident and reaſonable, 


that it were bur loſs of Time to prove them. There 


is no Scruple or Objection to this Exhortation of the 
Pſalmiſt; it is aſſented to, as ſoon as asked, that They 


ſhould give Thanks whom the Lord hath redeemed, and deli- 
vered from the hand of the Enemy: We have therefore 
only to ſee, in the Application, what Reaſon we have 


now to give God Thanks, by confidering from what 


Evils we have been redeemed, and from what Ene- 
have 
bee! 


Ce}. 

been delivered from, are all-the Miſeries and Calami- 
ties which conſtantly attend a Civil and InteſtineWar. 
Theſe we muſt have undergone, as long as any Enemies 
would have appeared againſt the Ring altho his A rms 
had been at laſt Succelsful: But had the Rebels pre- 
vailed, the Evils then muſt have been numberleſs and 


* 


endleſs; the King, muſt have been Depoſed and 
10 


Murthered, and fo muſt all his Family that had not 
Fled; the Conſequence of this muſt have been, that 


no Proteſtant Prince muſt ever have ruled in this 


Nation again. The Conſequence of that muſt ne- 
ceMarily be, the Eſtabliſhing a Succeſſion of Popiſh 
Princes for ever; and what leſs will follow from 


thence, than the rooting out the Proteſtant Religi- 
on in theſe Kingdoms for ever, and ſettling Popery 


ſor ever. in its ſtead? And what will then become 
in time of all our Laws and boaſted Liberties? _ 
Theſe are not Conſequences, which the Proclama- 


tion, for Obſervance of this Day, has drawn, and 


which I repeat from it only for Amplification's ſake, 


and to beget Aﬀoniſhment and Dread in Peoples 


Hearts, without Cauſe; but they are ſuch as make 
themſelves, ſuch as are Natural and Unavoidable 
ſuch as muſt follow, if free Agents may act freely, 


and Natural Cauſes produce their Natural Effects: 


Such as are only poſſible not to bappen, if God by a 
wonderful Power, intervene not to hinder them, 
which becauſe we have no Reaſon to expect, we have 


no Reaſon ro ſuppoſe. And they are ſuch as you 
your ſelves ſhall be Judges of. Had the King's For- 


ces been defeared either in England or Scotland, you 


are not to imagine that there had been an End of 
the War; more Forces had been raiſed and ſent to 
their Aſſiſtance. A King and Parliament agreeing, 


are not fo ſoon Vanquiſhed. I believe we have not 


one Inſtance in all our Hiſtory, of a King overcome 


by his Rival Adverſary, whoſe Cauſe and Title the 
Dy 1 „„ 
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Parliament did heartily eſpouſe, as is the preſent. 
Caſe; and therefore all their Legiſlative Power; their 
Intereſt, and their Wealth, would certainly have 
been exerted, in raiſing and maintaining Armies for 
ſupporting and eſtabliſhing the preſent Government; 
from time to time as there ſhould. be Occaſion. 

Examples are only as ſo many Snares, to ſlight and. 
inconſiderate People, who only view them on the 
Side they like: Becauſe a Revolution in favour of the 
Proteſtant Religion, and of the Laws and Liberties: 
of the Nation was fo eaſily brought about, therefore 
the hot and thoughtleſs Heads of the Conſpirators, 


imagined ſuch another might be brought about, with 


as much Eaſe, if they could work the People into 
Diſcontents and Diſaffection to the Government; 


and a Seditious Diſpoſition, by idle Tales, and 


groundleſs Calumnies, as ridiculous as they are falfe, - 
and by revival of that ſenſeleſs Outcry of the Church's 
Danger, of which they were never yet able to make 


one tolerable Proof, to the Conviction of any ſober, 


thoughtful, and obſerving Man 

By theſe Means, however, they have made ſhift to 
lead Captive abundance of filly, noiſy, and outrage- 
ous Women, and to ſeduce great numbers of decay- 
ed, idle, and diſorderly Men, whole Ignorance makes 
them credulous, and diſpoſes them to ſwallow any 


Stories that are told them, tho' never ſo improbable; 
and whoſe neceſſitous Condition keeps them in readi- 
neſs for Tumult, and to follow the Directions of ſuch 
_ * asſecretly abet and favour the deſigned Change, in hopes 
of ſome Encouragement for the preſent, and finding 
their Account in it hereafter. 
for the moſt part, that, had the Rebels prevail'd a lit- 


Theſe are the People 


tle ar firſt, would probably have riſen in divers quar- 
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ters of the Kingdom, and joined them as ſoon as they 


could conveniently; and might thereby have made 
their Army numerous, 


To theſe we may alſo add, 
without 


1 


without doubt, a number of Men of better Quality, 
ſome of unmeaſurable Ambition, ſome diſcontented 
and diſappointed of their Hopes, others of broken 


Fortunes deep in Debt, and overwhelm'd with Mort- 


gage, others obnoxious to the Government, and de- 


ſpairing of Forgiveneſs. A Body thus compoſed 
and formed, muſt needs be able to do an infinite 


deal of Miſchief, to deſolate and ravage many Coun- 


tries, to burn and pillage many Towns and ſingle 
Houſes, to rob, abuſe, ro wound and murder many 
thouſand People, innocent and inoffenſive in them- 


ſelves, but become Enemies by adhering to the Go- 
vernment, and not aſſiſting the Rebellion. Theſe 


things they muſt have been forced to do, within a 
few Weeks after they firſt enter d on this Warfare; for 
when the little Money of their own had been ſpent, 


and the little which their Leaders would have been able 
to ſupply them with, was alſo gone, what muſt they 


have done, but either Starved, or fallen to Plunder 


where-ever they came? They had no Fund, no Tax- 
es to depend upon, nor Credit for Subſiſtence, nor 


Regular Pay to look for; Thoſe are all with the 


Government, and without them noArmy can continue 


together for any length of Time, without depriving 
every Body in their reach of all they have, and de- 
ſtroying all before them. Thus their Numbers 
would have made them able, and their Neceflities 
made them willing, to bring upon the Country all 
the Calamities and Miſeries of Civil War, how little 
ſoever of all theſe Cruelties and Miſchiefs, they may 
ſay, they intended when firſt they entered on it. 
Things will have their natural and eaſy Conſequen— 
ces, Whatever People may intend; and the beſt In- 
tentions in the World will excuſe no Man for the 
evil Conſequences, if they are natural and eaſy ones, 
and ſuch as are uſually expected. But atter all, will 
ſuch a mad, disjointed, unprovided Rout as this, be 
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Strength, the Wealth and Intereſt of the Nation, 
united in the King and Parliament, who have all 
Power entirely in their Hands, and who can raiſe 
what Armies, and what Taxes for their Pay, they 
pleaſe ? I would not exaggerate things in the leaſt 
degree, nor ſay what the meaneſt People may not 
comprehend and think reaſonable to believe. The 


Rebels might, upon a little Succeſs at firſt, have in- 


creaſed in Number, and might have killed many 
thouſands of the King's faithful Subjects, both in the 
Field, and out of it, and have undone many thou- 
ſands more in their Goods and Fortune. All theſe 


Evils were prevented, by the Bleſſing of God upon 
the King's Arms and Councils, ſuppreſſing ſo ſoon 
the Seeds of the Rebellion; all thoſe Lives that 


have been ſaved, all thoſe Eſtates that have been 


preſerved from this Deſtruction, are Matter of Thanks- 


giving : We who are faithful to the King, could not 
but have lamented the Slaughter, or the Ruin of 
ſo many of our Friends and Fellow-Subjets. Nor 
would the Enemies of the King have had leſs Cauſe 
to mourn than We, for certainly his Armies would 
have made as dreadful a Havock of the Rebels and 


their Favourers and Abetters; Whoever conſiders 


the Strength, the Courage, and Experience, of old, 
approved, and Regular Forces, well Officer'd, well 
Provided for, and well Paid, cannot but think they 
would have ſold their Lives exceedingly dear, and 
would have taken Ample Vengeance on the Kings 
Enemies and their own, for all the Deaths, the Loſ- 
ſes, and the Abuſes of their Friends. All theſe E- 


vils are alſo prevented, by the ſo ſpeedy Suppreſſion 


of this Rebellion: And therefore here is Matter of 


© Thankſgiving even for the greateſt Enemies the 
King has, whether Openly, or Secretly ſuch ; they 
mult haye loſt as many Friends, as there had been 


Re bels 
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Rebels deſtroyed and killd. The marvellous Com- 


paſſion, the ſtrange and hitherto unpracticed Cha- 


ö rity of publick Prayers and Tears, beſtowed upon 


the few State-Criminals that have fallen of late by 
the Hand of Law and Juſtice, this new and unuſual 
Tenderneſs I fay, ſhewn rather for their Sufferings 
than their Sins, by ſuch as approve their Cauſe, 


would incline one to hope, that they would joyn 


with us, as they have Reaſon, in Thankſgiving to 
God, for putting ſo quick an end to this Rebellion, 
in which ſo many of their Husbands, Children, Fa- 


thers, Brothers, Kindred and Friends, might very 
probably have periſhed ; the Sword, as David faith, 
de woureth one as well as another, and the loſs, and 
ſufferings of their Friends muſt needs have been con- 
ſiderably great. And all good Men, who would un- 
queſtionably have lamented the Ruin of ſo many 
Families, on either Side, will certainly agree in 
thanking God, for the happy Accidents, that, by 
bis Bleſſing, have prevented ſo much Miſchief, and 


the Death of ſo many Fellow- Subjects, Men and 
Chriſtians, whether Friends or Enemies to the pre- 


ſent Eſtabliſhment. It is not eaſy for an unexperi- 


enced Heart to conceive, much leſs for the Tongue 


to expreſs, the Deſolations, Miſeries, and Calami- 


ties of a Civil War. And therefore the preventing 
all theſe Evils, is certainly the Matter of a ſerious and 


ſincere Thankſgiving to Almighty God: That it is 


indeed ſo, I have hitherto ſhewed you, upon ſup- 
poſition, that the King's Arms, might (as I think 
they would) have been Victorious and Succeſsful at 


the laſt. But becauſe the Iſſues of War are very 


uncertain, and abundance of little Accidents may in- 


tetvene, which wile Men cannot eafily foreſee, nor, 
conſequently, be prepared againſt, which yet may 
ſtrangely change the Fortune of the Day, againſt 
all Reaſon, Expectation, and the Appearances of 


Things, 


-Þ 14} Ss 

om: Things, and becaufe as the Race is not always to 
ha. the Swift, ſo is not the Battle always to the Strong, 
wen | but Time and Chance happeneth to them all--- be- 
. by Z cauſe I ſay, of theſe Uncertainties, let us ſuppoſe the 
uſua! Rebels had prevailed, and they had been victorious 
ings | in the Field, and ſee, what muſt have been the na- 
aufe. Y rural Conſequences of this Succeſs, that we may the 
; oyn better ſee, whether the preventing theſe Conſequen- 
g £0 ces, be truly Matter of Thankſgiving, which is the 
. End of our Aſſembling here this Day. 1 
„ | The firſt natural Conſequence of the Rebels en- 
very tire Succeſs, muſt have been the Death of the King, 
ih, and the Deſtruction of the whole Royal Family, if 
ang they had fallen into their Hands. Without this, all 
| other Advantages would have ſignified but little; 
dun-. bis is the only wanted and deſired Succeſs of the 
nany Rebellion: Put but this precious Life, and Family, 

* into their Power, and they will want no more, the 

. by © reſt will follow of Courſe. This is ſo manifeſt a 
*. Truth, that it can want no Proof. Not one who 
; took the Sword, but muſt have aim'd at it, and in- 


Nase tended this: Not one who ſtayed at Home, and 
peri- © wiſh'd Succeſs to the Rebellion, but muſt have wiſh- 
— cd for this Deſtruction of the King, and of his Houſe, 

mo” _* unleſs they were lo ſenſeleſs as to fight for, and to 


wiſh for an Event and End, without intending ei- 
ther the neceſſary Means of compaſling that End, or 
the neceſſary and unavoidable Conſequences of ſuch 


4 an Iſſue and Event. Who can pretend to fight a- 


thiax Sainſt the King, without intending to Dethrone 


ul ace Him, and to place his Rival in his Seat? And who 
very Can wiſh Succeſs to ſuch an Attempt, without in- 
y in. tending what will naturally follow upon that Suce 
m 2 ceſs? Tis juſt poſlible to abſtract ſuch things in 
a 157 = one's T hought, and to ſeparate them one from the 
gainſt other; but tis hardly poiſible to reaſon one's ſelf 
es tinto a Belief that ſuch and ſuch things may come to 
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paſs, without their natural Conſequences. And 


therefore, they who ſecretly wiſhed well to this 
Rebellion, muſt needs have wiſhed the natural 
Fruits of ſuch Succeſs, the Death and Ruin of the 
King, and of his Family. And would not this be a 


very ſtrange Return for a People to make to 4 


Prince, whom they called to the Throne, and pla- 
ced him on it with great Joy, and have ſeen him 


fit thereon for near two Years, ſo Inoffenſively with 
regard to our Laws at Home, ſo Uſefully with re- 
fped to our Trade Abroad, and with ſo much Ho- 
nour with regard to the Princes of the World, that 
one would think the Mouth of Calumny itſelf ſhould 


have been ſhut. 1 
There is ſomething ſo particular in this King's 
coming to the Throne, that it will deſerve to be re- 
member'd and conſider'd by every one of you; for 
no King ever yet came in the like manner. He came 


not in by the Sword, or any Pretence of Conqueſt, 


as Wilkam the Firſt did; nor by briguing with the 
Biſhops and Great Men, as King Stephen did ; nor 


was he called to it by the Nobility and Commonalty 


of the Realm, to correct and reform the Abuſes of 


the State, and ſupply the Place of ſuch as were De- 


pos'd for Mal adminiſtration, or had left the King- 
dom, as were Edward III. Henry IV. Henry VII. and 


the late King William of ever Honoured Memory. 
nor did he come by what they call Hereditary Right, 


as Henry II. Edward IV. and King James I. did. 
But the Nation of its own accord, neither moved by 


any Fear of preſent Danger, nor by Gratitude for 


any Benefits or Service paſt ; awed by no Army, either 


near or Ciſtant ; bribed by no Favours, promiſed or 
beſtowed ; but free, at eaſe, and in a Time of Peace, 


the Nation, I fay, in theſe Circumſtances, did of its 


own accord, molt voluntarily offer to, and ſettle 
the Crown upon the Houte of Hanover, the Princeſs 
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Sophia being the next of Kin, that was a Proteſtant, 
Grand-daughter to King James the Firſt, in purſuance 
of a former Act of Parliament which excluded all 
Papiſts. ' In this manner, was the Succeſlion ſettled 
on the Houſe, of which the King was Heir and 


Head: In this manner, and without his ſeeking, was 


he call'd to the Throne, by all the Nation, King and 
Parliament; and alſo afterwards by Queen and Par- 
liament, if that will pleaſe ſome People better. So 
that if it be lawful for a whole Nation to ſecure its 


Religion, Laws, and Property, from utter Ruin and 


Subverſion, by excluding Papiſts from the Throne, 
and lawful for them to beſtow their Government 


where they believe thoſe valuable Bleſſings will be 


beſt ſecured, there cannot be a better Title in the 


World than what the preſent King has. It is the Gift 
of a whole Nation to him, unask'd for and unſought 


by him; and there were fourteen or fifteen Years 
betwixt the Settlement and its taking Place. So that it 


was not a raſh and ſudden Thing, but done with all 


Deliberation, and there was. time enough to ſee if 
it were well done. This is the Title that is by all 
Means to be Defeated, this is the Prince that is to be 


Dethroned and Murthered. This is the Family that 


is to fly, or be deſtroy'd. The Nation muſt unſay 
what they formerly ſaid with one Voice ; they muſt 


undo what they formerly did, in the moſt ſolemn 


and deliberate Manner ; they muſt break the Promi- 
ſes they voluntarily made, they muſt unſwear the 
Oaths they have often Sworn : And all this they 
muſt do without any Provocation or Offence on his 
Part, nay after many Benefits received from his good 
Government. And would not this have raiſed the 

Credit and the Honour of che Nation with the World 
Abroad, as well as have ſecur'd it at Home? But in 
good Earneſt, would it not have compleated both our 
Infamy and Ruin ? Such a Proceeding with our 


King 


| they expreſs it) utterly inconſiſtent with the Safety and the 


$46 hh 


King and with his Family, as muſt have been the 


Conlequence of the Rehels Succeſs, would have made 


us the Hatred and the Scorn of all the Nations, with 


whom we have any thing ro do. They ſaw us not 


long fince, baſely and wickedly forſake our Allies, 
and with another fore. of Baſeneſs court our Ene: 


mies, and give them all the Adyantages that God 


had put into our Hands, by a long and proſperous 


War; and now they would fee us giving up our 


Religion, and our Liberties and Laws, by parting. 
with che King and with his Family, whom we had 


choſen and pirch'd upon, for no other Reaſon but 
for the Preſervation of that Religion, and the Secu- 
ring of thoſe Laws and Liberties; - Were this a Na- 
tion to be loved or feared, truſted or dealt withall 2 


Is all their Zeal for Proteſtantiſm, all their Qut- 


cries againſt Popery, all their Love of Liberty, and 
Exclamations againſt. Arbitrary Power, come to 


this? Who would regard fo falſe, ſo fooliſh, and fo 
changeable a People? Who, when Oppreſs'd, cry 


loud for a Deliverance, and when they have obtain'd 


it, flight it and forget it; who, dread. the Enemy to 
Day, provide againſt him To-morrow, and throw 


away their Fears and Arms the next Day after. 
This Nation had been frequently and ſtrongly 
Allarmed with the Fears of Popery in the Reign of 
King Charles II. who liv'd a ſecret, and dy'd a pro- 


feſs'd Papiſt. It ſaw it enter like an armed Man in 


the Reign of King James II. and being firſt frighten'd 
as it were out of its Wits, and then into its Wits again, 


it join'd the Prince of Orange, made a Revolution, decla- 
red the People's Kights, and placed the Crown upon 
the Prince and Princeſs's Heads, with certain Limi- 


tations; and in the Seſſion following, diſabled any Pa- 
piſt for the future, irom being King or Queen of 
theſe Kingdoms for ever after; baving found it (as 
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Welfare of it, for this Proteſt ant Kingdom to be Govirs d bj 


4 Popiſh Prince. And again, left theſe Limitations 


of the Succeſſion ſhould determine, as indeed they 
did, with the late King and the late Queen dying 
without Children, the King and Parliament made 
farther Proviſion for the Succeffion of the Crown in 
the Proteſtant Line, for the Happineſs of the Nation and 


the Security of our Religion, and fix'd it to the Houſe of 


Hanover, Continuing Proteſtant, And indeed it was 
abſolutely neceſſary ſo to do, for there are no Pro- 
teſtants of that Royal Line of Stuart in the World, 
but what are of that Houſe. This made me ſay, 
that the utter Subverſion of the Proteſtant Religion 
in theſe Kingdoms, muſt be, in time, a natural and 
unavoidable Conſequence of the Deſtruction of this 
Houſe: After which, ſucceeds an endleſs Train of 


N | Popiſh Princes. Firſt, the Perſon that pretends to di- 


_ 3 ſtucb our Government at preſent ; next the Dutcheſs 
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of Savoy, a Lady growing into Years ; then her Son, 
the Prince of Piedmont, fourteen Years of Age, but 
very weakly and infirm; after them, by the ſame 
2 Hereditary Right, the preſent King of France ; if theſe 
4 ſhould fail, the three Children of the late Queen 
a of Spain claim by the ſame Right, and twenty 
more that are in view, if it were worth the while to 
reckon them. This is the goodly Proſpect that the 
Church of England has of Princes, that are to be its 
Nurſing Fathers, Heads, and Governours, whenever 
we ſhall loſe, by War or Treachery, the preſent 
KING and Royal Family! Under which of all 
theſe Popiſh Princes, is the Proteſtant Religion like 


live and flouriſh in theſe Kingdoms? Which of 


them all, will nor, muſt not, by his Principles, think 
pimſelf obliged to deſtroy it, as ſoon as he is able? 
make no queſtion but Popiſh Princes are, in them- 
flelves, as tender and good natur'd, as wiſe and con- 


ſiderate, and underſtand their Intereſt, as well as any 
8 Prote- 


L 16 % 
Proteſtants whatever; and where their Superſtition 
is not concern d, they give good Proofs that they are 
ſo : But wherever That comes in their way, they nei- 
ther can, nor muſt do as they otherwiſe would. 
Their ſanguinary Zeal is too ſtrong for their good 


Nature and Humanity, too firong for Reaſon, and 


even an Over-match for their apparent Intereſt : 
There is no truſting them : They may promiſe what 
they wall, but they cannot perform what they will; 
their Conſciences are in another Man's keeping : 
Whether, they ſhall Swear or no, is in their own 
Power, but it is not in their Power, whether they 
ſhall keep thoſe Oaths or no, if Hereſy be concern'd, 
There they may ſeek for Abſolution from their Oaths, 
and there they may obtain it. No Oath can bind 
to Sin, that is very certain with all Men ; but to 
favour and preſerve the Proteſtant Religion, when 
there is Power and Opportunjty to deſtroy it, is cer- 
tainly with them a mortal Sin ; the Conſequence is 
plain, it is to be deſtroy'd when that Time comes ; 
no Oath mult hinder it. But Princes do not always 
Act up to their Principles, nor to the Obligations 
their Religion lays them under: Very true. Look 
into Hiſtory then, and ſee how it has been in Fact 
And if they can produce but one ſingle Inſtance of 
a Popifh Prince, in all the World, who did not, as 
| ſoon as he had Power and Opportunity, ſubvert the 
Proteſtant Religion, and do his beſt to root it out of 
his Dominions, we will then be content to diſmils 
our troubleſome Apprehenſions, and lay aſide all 
Fears of ſuch an Iſſue and Event. 
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It would be a Ertain 


ſtrange thing, methinks, for a Nation to venture its 
Religion, Safety, and Happineſs, upon the Word, 
the Promiſe, or the moſt ſolemn Oath of a Man, 
whoſe Principles will permit him to break that Oath, * 
as ſoon as he can ſecurely do it; whoſe Intereſt it may þ 

be to break it; whole Conſcience bids him break it, 


1 
Ind who thinks he ſhall pleaſe GO D, and. do bis Duty 
breaking it. This Man, notwithſtanding all 
Ibeſe Encouragements to break it, may yet keep 
This Oath, if he will : But certainly. it is too great 
Risk for a Nation to run; and yet this Nation of 


f urs may run this Risk, if we can find one Inſtance, 
f ne Example, of a Popiſh Prince, who made and kept 
uch Oath inviolable, when he had Power and Op- 
Portunity of breaking i it. 

Were I in any other Country of the World, but 5 
nis, 1 need not to have inſiſted half fo long upon 4 

| point: ſo plain as this is, that a Popiſh Frince is in- 
Fonſiſtent with the Happineſs and Safety of a Prote- 
: tant People; and that let him lay himſelf under 


hat Ties, Obligations, and Oaths he will, they will 


pot bold him, when he has Power and Opportunity of 
elne through them. 
| now It, by Principles, 
5 tall the Proteſtant Religion 


For the Papiſts abroad 
that Hereſy (and fo they 
) is not to be ſuffered 
where they can hinder it: And all the Proteſtants 
Loroad know it by woful Experience, But here in 


| within theſe five or ſix Years laſt paſt, we 
"re put to prove every 
mines at Noon. day, if it make againſt Popery ; and 
Ftter proving it, can hardly be believed, if it make 
"againſt Them or their Friends, by any Conſequence, 
1 he People of England can believe whatever they will, 


thing, even that the Sun 


it be againſt the Government, tho' never fo ridicu- 


ſdus, unlikely and abſurd ; but nothing againſt their 
certain Enemies who are both ſecretly and openly 
Attempting their Deſtruction, and making them them 
felves the Tools and Inſtruments of their own Ruin; 

ho" this is plain in Reaſon, and cvideut by Obſer va⸗ 
1 ion and Experience, and true in Fact; 


3. e. they can 
brought to believe, that a Popiſh Prince may both 


Permit and protect a Proteſtant Nation, in the free 
Exerciſe of their Religion, when it is in his dats” to 
1 D . 
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ſubvert it and deſtroy it. This, 1 ſay, is againſt all 
| Reaſon, and all Fact, againſt all Obſervation, and all 


be any thing good and valuable in the Proteſtant Re- 
had they prevailed, muſt have ſubverted and deſtroy'd 

tavght to ſay, by thoſe who manage them. 
and Quiet, the Labours of their Hands, the Fruits of 


Oppreſſion of their Inſolent and Arbitrary great Neigh- 


niencies it may lie under, with reſpect to inclement 


[18] 
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ligion, or any thing evil and miſchievous in the Popiſh the p 
one, we have Reaſon to thank God for the Preſerva- der th 
tion of the one, and for our Deliverance from the w_ 

and © 


other, i. e. for our Succeſs againſt the Rebels, who, nd 
rain 


the one, and ſettled the other in its Place; whatever Tron, 
Ignorant, mad, befotted People may believe, or be here g 
ay to 
Our Laws and Civil Liberties muſt alſo, in a little heſe! 
Time, have run the ſame Fortune with our Religion, Fourt, 


the Experience of the World. And therefore if there 


| had the Rebels prevailed. It is not the Climate, Air, ould. 
or Soil of a Country only, that makes a People happy ;Welive! 


but the Laws, the Liberties, and Privileges they en- the A1 


joy, the Security that People have, to poſſeſs in Eaſe? 1 uppre 


and e 


their own Induſtry, or the Inheritance of their Fathers 


and Relations, without being ſubject to the Pillage and work 
zen! ; 


bours, or to the exorbitant Demands of their own come i 


lawleſs Princes. It is upon theſe Accounts that any à relig 
Country but moſt eſpecially our own, is a valuable greate1 


and deſireable Habitation, whatever other Inconve. ich 


Airs, or to inconſtant Seaſons: Every Body abroad 1 
admires, and envies us the Happineſs of our Con- B 
ſtitucion ; but this and all the good Things that at- 
tend it, "we mnſt have parted with, had we been 
thoroug, ly ſubdued by our Enemies. Popery can 
newer thrive under Liberty; nor can a Conquer'd Na. 
tion expect to bave its old Laws left them: The 
J ouſands and ten Thouſands, that muſt and would 
have been deſtroy'd, in Defence of their King and 


Conſtitution, would have made ic a Matter caly 1 
enougg 


[19] ws 

enough for the Victors to have changed the Laws en- 
inſt all tirely; and who indeed ſhould oppoſe them? It would 
and all be abſolutely neceſſary to the Security of themſelves 
f there and of their New Choice; the preſent Laws are all 
nt Re- Þgalnſt them, and therefore they would be againſt 
Popiſh the preſent Laws. And who, as I ſaid, ſhanld hin- 


eſerva- der them? The People that could and would, are ſup- 
m the poſed to be ſubdued, the reſt are Slaves by Principle, 
, who, and think they have Scripture for it. Laws that re- 
ſtroy'd Ftrain a Prince, from doing what he will without Con- 
natever troul, are unrighteous Laws, and null in themſelves; 
or be ere the Word of a King is, there is Power, and who may 


Yay to him what doeſt thou ? It would be almoſt Pity that 


a little theſe People ſhould not wear the Chains they ſeem to 
ligion, court, and are indeed ſo worthy of, if honeſter People 
„ Air, ould eſcape them. Theſe are the Evils we have been 


delivered from, by the Succeſs it pleaſed God to crown 
he Arms and Counſels of the King with, in ſo ſoon. 
uppreſling the Rebellion. Theſe are the natural, uſual, 
uits of and expected Conſequences of ſuch a War as this, 
*athers Had it gone on. They have not indeed, by God's good 
ge and Providence, happened to us, and ſo we cannot be ſo 
Neigh- ſenſibly affected wich them, as we ſhould, had they 
r own Come in view, and threatned us a little nearer. But in 
at any à religious Conſideration of things, the Mercy is the 
1luable greater, by how much ſooner the Evil was prevented, 
conve. Which would naturally and certainly have followed. 


happy; 
ey en- 
n Eaſe 


lement Our King is not depoſed or flain, our Army is not 
abroad Fouted, our Friends are not diſtreſſed or ruined ; Our 
Con- Religion is not changed, nor our Laws and Liberties 
hat at- 18 But had the Rebels gain'd the Day, theſe 

> been things, according to human reckoning, muſt and would 
y can Yave come topaſs : The preventing them is therefore 
d Na. @ moſt reaſonable Ground and Subject of Thanks- 

: The Biving to Ged. Ter them, then, give thanks, whom 
would e Lord hath redeemed and delivered from the Hand of 
2 $0 be Enemy, And I doubt not, but ſuch as can conſi- 
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and abetted them, with Money, Counſel, or Provi- 
ſions, or other uſeful Favours; they who have wiſh'd | 


of their Friends condemn'd by Law, but without any 


Compaſſion on one ſide only, and care not what be- 
talls the other All theſe People ought not, as 'tis 


has diſconcerted all their Projects, and defeated all 


bim in the Field, but they who fit at home, and 
ſtrengthen their Hands, by the Virulence of their 


Calumnies and Slanders, by ſaying any thing them- 
lelres, and believing to appearance, whatever Is . 


they are, by joining with us. They who have openly 
aſſiſted the Rebels, they who have ſecre ly encouraged- 2 


Pity or Concern at all for more than three times the 
Number of the King's faithful Subjects, who loſt their 
Lives in the reducing them; they who expreſs their 


likely they will not, join in a Thankſgiving, for what 


their reaſonable Hopes, and inſtead of the Sweetneſs 
of Conqueſt and Revenge, has left them nothing but 
Rage and Deſpair, Thete People are ſome of the 
very Enemies we are delivered from; not indeed 
from their Malice, bur from the Effects of it: The 
Eing's Enemies are not only they, who appear againſt 


4 


with Religion, who have any Honour and Eſteem for 
a Prince and Family endued with all the Qualities that 
are proper to make a Nation happy, and who have 
any true Concern for the Welfare and Proſperity of 
their Country, both will and do moſt; feriouſly return 
their Thauks to God, for this Deliverance. As for 
the reſt, it is not looked for at their Hands, they 
would be Hypocrites, and ſo much wickeder than 
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and pray'd for their Succeſs, and they who have la- 
mented their Defeat and Diſappointment; They who 
have fill'd the Streets with terrible Out-cries upon 
the Cruelty of the Government for Executing a few 
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Tongnes, by their reviling of the King and Roya! 
Family, by their inventing, feeding and ſpreading 


este 
m for 

5 1 
have 
ity of | 
*eLUrN | 
5 for 
whey | 
than 
penly | 
r aged. 


Provi- 
wiſh'd © ö 


Ve l- 3 
W Who 


upon 
a few 
ut any 


2 che 
t their 
their 


at be- 
as 'tis 
What 
ed all 


zetneſs. 
1g but 
pt the 


bo * © —_ * ut? 1 
W 822 4 WY 
e — 2 3 


3 ker AE 1 e FIR SY . bo 


lnGeed 7 


The . : 
nl 5 
E, and © 


their 


Royal 1 
eading | 
chem. 


IV 
1.” 
I 

* 


e ReR, 


becomes a Civil and Polite People. 
as | obſerv'd before, a very ſtrange Change in the 
World's Opinion of us ; five or fix Years ago, we 


and not out of Choice, with 
tion, and all manner of Reſerve, no Truſt or Con- 


(C21 1 
by others, tho never ſo improbable, if it will con! 
tribute to the rendring. them either Odious or 
Contemptible. Theſe are the People that deal with 
the Name, and Honour of one of the Wiſeſt, Beſt, 


and greateſt - Princes in the World, as they would 
* Not deal with the Name and Reputation of a Neigh- 


bour, were he of any Worth, Subſtance, or Credir. 
Nor durſt they treat their Equals or Inferiors 
as they treat the Royal Family, Reſpected, Ho- 


noured, and Beloved, by all the World beſides, 


Theſe People make us Scandalous abroad, ſhew us 
not only void-of Reaſon, good Senſe and Underſtand- 


Ing, not knowing when we are well, or what we 


would have, Chooſing and Refuſing, Deſi ring and Re- 
jecting all i in a Breath ; but void of all good Nature alſo, 
and of all good Breeding, and of every thing elſe that 
There has been, 


were the Glory of all Nations, our Friendſhip and 
Alliance was courted by every one, our Enmity was 
dreaded. We have been ſince their Scorn and Hiſ. 
ſing, and Averſion; They deſpiſe us for our Incon- 
ſtancy, and hate us for our Perfidy and Falſhood. 

They deal with us now, as People do with one 
another, whom they muſt by neceſſity deal with, 

great Coldneſs, Cau- 


ſidence, no Frankneſs, or Dependance on our Truth 
and Honour. The King was the only Prince, who 
was capable of retrieving our loſt Credit, and re- 
eſtabliſhing our Reputation; His Probity, his Ju- 
ſtice, Prudence, Firmneſs of Mind, and Steady Con- 
duct, are ſuch as States and Princes abroad, can 
truſt to, and depend upon; and by a late "moſt 


uſeful and moſt neceſlary 48, the Ground of their 


Confidence and Truſt, is no "moſt happily * 
| they 
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[22] 
they can now depend upon beth King and Parlia- 
ment. And by theſe Mezus, if we be not wanting 
to our ſelves, we are in the way of becoming again 
a happy, flouriſhing, and Honourable People. But 
theſe domeſtick Enemies of His and Ours, are every 
day deſtroying, or endeayouring to deſtroy our Cre- 
dit, blaſting our Hopes, dividing us at Home, and 
rendring ns Suſpected abroad. 5 5 85 

The Succeſs which it has pleaſed God to give 
the King, and which occaſions our Aſſembling here 
at this Time, is ſuch, as has driven His and the 
Nation's Enemies, as far back as the Place from 
whence they firſt ſet out, they are in a manner to 
begin their War anew, and muſt accordingly make 
the like neceſſary Diſpoſitions, and Preparations for it. 
They muſt revive the old Calumnies, and muſt add 
ſome new ones to them. They muſt retain again, in 
Pay, or Promiſe, or Encouragement , the common 
Beggars in the Streets, the poor decayed Traders, 
the vicious Vagrants, the profligate Libertines, and 
all the Proſtitutes of the Town: Theſe muſt again be 
liſted into their Service, and have their Leſſons of 
Slander and Reviling repeated to them; to theſe 
muſt be added ſome of the better Faſhion, but not 
much better Breeding 5 of better Fortune, but not 
much better Judgment and Diſcretion ; of more Vir- 
tue, but not leſs Virulence, Rudeneſs, and Outrage. 
Theſe are the People who are to join in forming, 
and in ſpreading all Reports and Stories that may 
tend to keep alive, and to renew the Ferment of 
the People, to irritate exaſperate, and inflame them 
more and more againſt the King and Miniſtry, z. e. 
againſt their own Eaſe, Security, and Happineſs. 
Theſe are the Means and Methods they have hither- 
to uſed, to bring about their miſchievous Deſigns, 
and theſe they are ſtill to continue uſing, till they 
can find another Opportunity of trying to put them 
; mr I 
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in Execution: And therefore, as we may expect to 
hear of all theſe Scandals, again and again, ſo we 
may be the better provided againſt them, and know 
what Credit they and their Authors ſhall deſerve. 
No doubt but we ſhall hear, that the Church is a- 


gain in Danger; do not believe it till you ſee or hear 


ſome good Proof of it; ſuffer not your ſelves to be 
carried away with Noiſe and Outcries only; call 


for ſome Evidence that may convince a reaſonable 


Man. I have the more III-will to this unreaſonable 
Calumny, becauſe it is ſo groundleſs and ſo miſchie- 


vous, becauſe it covers ſo many villanous Deſigns, 
and cheats ſo many innocent, well- meaning People. 


I have lived my ſelf in and about this City, fix 


or ſeven and twenty Years, and been as diligent 


and careful an Obſerver how things went, with re- 
lation to the Church, as I could; and was as much 


Z concerned in its Welfare as another; and yet I So- 


lemnly profeſs, that neither in King William and 
Queen Mary's joint Reign, nor in that excellent 
King's Reign when alone, nor in that of the late 
Queen, nor in that of His preſent Majeſty, have I 
been ever able to obſerve or ſee, that the Court or 
Government had any formed Deſign to hurt or op- 
preſs the Church, either in point of Doctrine, Diſ- 
cipline, Ceremony, Privilege, or Profit, It is in poſ- 
ſeſſion of all the Laws that were firſt made for its 


Etſtabliſnment; it has obtained in almoſt every King's 


Reign, new Laws for its Confirmation, Security and 
Strength: It has obtained whatever it has asked, 


even to prevent ſome of its Jealouſies and Fears. 


But ſtill it has its Enemies; no doubt of it; it is in 
Danger ſtill, and always was, and always will be, 
to the World's end; but in no more nor other Dan- 
ger, than every National Church throughout the 


World is, always was, and always will be; from 


the wicked Men of no Religion, from the Wicked. 
neſs. 


[ 24 ] 


neſs of many who profeſs the true Religion, and 
from all the evil Paſſions, Corruptions and bad Prin- 


ciples of the Men that compoſe the Body of it. 


Wicked Men of good Abilities, will always be em- 
ployed in all Governments ; the Saints did never yet 
overn the Earth, nor ever will. They are the Men 


of Judgment, Languages, Dexterity and Skill, that 
know the World abroad, and all its Intereſts, and 


that throughly underſtand Mankind, that ever were 


employed, and ever muſt be uſed by States and Prin- 


ces, whether they be Virtuous or Religious, or no; 


that is their own Concern, and they muſt look to it. 


Princes and States, if they will be ſecure, mnſt have 


regard to ſuch Abilities and Qualities, as are proper 
for their Service, and would, no queſtion of it, be 
very glad to have them allo Virtnous and Religious ; 


but they muſt often be content without the latter, if 
they find the former. In Countries where the Clergy 
themſelves are Miniſters of State and execute all the 
great Offices of the Country, why even there, there is 
little or no Regard had in the chnſing them, to 
their Superior Learning, Virtue, and Religion, Au- 
ſtere Behaviour, and a Holy Life, but to other Qua- 
lities, mention'd before, even ſuch and the ſame as 
recommend La- men to States and Princes, for their 
Miniſters: And they do not think the Church is any 


ways endangered by Vicious Miniſters, if they be o- 


therwiſe qualified, by Faithfulneſs, by Diligence, and 


Application to their proper Buſineſſes. 1 do not W 
mean hereby to yield fo far co the Reigning Calumny, 
as to ſuppoſe the preſent Miniſtry to be a Vicious 


one, beyond what has been befere, for | am as ſure 


of the contrary as one can be of any ſuch Matter. But 
1 would ſay, that ſuppoſing it were ſo, yet is the 


Church ia no Danger for that; which yet helps 
much to make the Outcry greater, and more miſchie- 
vous. 
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I mould not make an End to Day, if I muſt fay, 
what I could ſay with great Reaſon, againſt this falſe 
Sand ſcandalous Calumny of the Churches being in Danger. 


But 1 will content my ſelf at preſent with making a 


mort Obſervation or two upon this Article. The 
Fir ſhall be, That not a Papiſt in all the Kingdom, 
That opens his Mouth at all on theſe Occaſions, but 
Ppens it in joining with this Cry, that the Church is in 
Danger. He is as much concern'd to have this thing 
Þclieved, as the moſt ſincere Churchman himſelf, 
They do not equivocate in this Matter, and mean by 
hurch their own Church, but the Church of England, 
hich they would have all Men believe ro be in Dan- 
Fer. And what is the Bottom of all this? Is it from 
Jure Affection to the Church of England, that they 
Waite in this Cry ? Are they indeed concern'd and 
Puch'd with Grief, to think we are fo nigh to Ruin? 
And would they in earneſt help to ſave us from it? 
Eertainly the Matter is not ſo, but plainly otherwiſe, 
They have a greater End to ſerve in it. They join in 
We Cry to make the greater Noiſe, to gain more Cre- 
dic to it, to increaſe the Number of the Diſaffected, 
to make the Populace more inraged and violent, in 
arder to diſpoſe them better to Tumult and Sedition, 
ad laſtly ro Rebellion. Tis for the ſame Reaſon, 
that all the Enemies of the Government beſides join 


I this Cry, and uſe their utmoſt Art and Induſtry, to 


gain more People to believe it, they add thereby 


Numbers and Strength to their Cauſe, which may be 


uſeful upon Occaſion, 
ay „ . „ 
The other Obſervation I will make under this Head 


ſhall be . That the Cry of the Churches Danger ceaſed 
e IWgrrely for che three or four laſt Vears of the late Queen, 


Whea a new Sett of Men were employ'd in the Mini- 
#87, {ome of the greateſt of which are now actually 
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5 261 
in the Service of the Pretender, and others vehemently | 
ſuſpected to have been in the ſame Intereſt. Under 


| theſe Peoples Adminiſtration, the Church was ſafe, it 


ſeems, and we were no farther allarm'd with any Ap-| 
Yrehenſion of its Danger; the Cry and their Fears 
ended together. Strange Fortune! That the Church 


ſhould be only ſafe in the Hands of thoſe Men, who 


had brought the State to the very brink of Ruin N 


I leave theſe two Obſervations of the Cry ef the 


Church's Danger to be ſeriouſly conſider d: And only 
deſire, that People would be fo reaſonable, as never} 


to liſten to, or believe ſuch an outrageous Slander! 


againſt ſo truly good and Sincere a Prince, and thoſe} 
whom he intruſts with bis Affairs, without ſuch Proof 
and Evidence as: are convincing, plain, and undeni- 
able. He comes to Church himſelf, and his Behavi- 


our there is handſom, decent, ſerious and exemplaryj; 
He has given his Oath, his Promiſe, and Aſſurance for 


Protection and all Favour to it; and whatever others 
have done to him, he has in no particular, either 
falſified his Word, gone from his Promiſe, or broken 
his Oath. TE 1 


have not Time to ſpeak to the other Slanders 
which you have heard ſo often, and which you wil 
certainly hear again; you may rank them in the ſame 


| Claſs, for Truth and Probability, with that which 
1 have mentioned: And | only deſire you to take the 
ſame Courſe with them, 5. e. to give them no more 
Credit than they deſerve, by the Proof and Evidence 


they ſhall carry along with them, See with your own 2 


Eyes, hear with your own Ears, and truſt your own 7 


for 
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Senſes, think what is reaſonable and probable, + 


and judge indifferently of Matters; and if the 
People of Exgland will do their Duty, I dare _ 1 


5 71 | 
nently for it, that every Day the KING lives, they will 
Under have more and more Reaſon to bleſs GOD for 
ate, it bringing him to the Throne, and to pray that he may 
1y Ap- long fit thereon ; and be ſucceeded (in his good 
_ Fears} Time) by a Race of Virtuous and Religious Pro- 
Church teſtant Princes, as long as We ſhall be a Kingdom 
„ who of Proteſtants, that is, I hope, For Ever. 
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